




Steve Reinders

Boating To The Chapel

Mayor Wally Stock

“We’re planning for our
biggest and best  fireworks show ever.”

PLA Helped Prior Lake Transition To Suburban Lake Community

  Starting in the 1980’s, the  PLA helped coordinate worship 
services on Yacht Club Island, known previously as Hog 
Island. (During the low-water-years, farmer Martin 
Martinson allowed his pigs to forage on the island.) Local 
churches rotated the Sunday schedule and the association 
organized shuttle service as members volunteered as water 
taxis bringing landlubbers to the island “church.” 
    Many charter members of the Prior Lake Yacht Club, 
launched in 1964, were also key players in the formative 
years of the Prior Lake Association. Bob Peterson, the 
PLYC’s first commodore, was the PLA member who 
initiated efforts to launch the Prior Lake-Spring lake 
Watershed District. Mr. Peterson scheduled Saturday 
afternoon sailboats races out of the yacht club in the 1960’s.
  The A-frame structure on the island was originally 
constructed on Reed’s Island and was moved across the ice 
in the early 1970’s to the present site. A group of investors, 
led by influential PLA board member Jack Packard, bought 
the island from the Martinson estate in 1971 and later sold 
the property to the yacht club.



    The formal fight against invasive carp was launched in 1953 when 
a “bulletin” issued by the PLA in August of that year declared: “The 
Association has declared war on carp.” The first step in that battle 
was to obtain signed petitions from property owners bordering the 
lake with signatures presented to the Division of Game and Fish. 
The group lambasted residents who did not sign and submit their 
individual petition. “The cost is just a three cent stamp,” exclaimed 
the PLA  memo. “You who have not returned a completed petition, 
are delaying the whole project.  WHAT IS THE MATTER!”
    With state approval, traps were initially placed in shallow bays 
with the result of 59,000 pounds of carp removed in 1956 alone. In 
1960 the PLA worked with the state’s conservation department to 
have carp traps installed at the inlet from Spring Lake and the other 
between the two bridges. Success was limited as exemplified by a  
monthly meeting member who in 1962 observed: “These carp are so 
well educated, the hoop nets have been unsuccessful.”
    In later years the lake improvement organization conducted carp 
fishing contests. In the summer of 1972 contestants harvested  more 
than 5,500 pounds of the bottom-feeding, damaging pests.
     The PLA also strived to improve fishing by promoting fish 
stocking. In 1954, they worked with the state to establish a spawning 
ground here for northern pike. The Conservation Department 
“dropped 15 bushels of sunfish” in our waters in 1958 and stocked 
walleye here since 1979. With urging from the PLA, the DNR  
established a northern pike rearing pond here in 1982.

PLA STARTED CARP BATTLE 

    Today, during winter and summer, Scott County deputies 
patrol our lakes and portions of the Minnesota River to ensure 
residents are safe and following Minnesota rules and regulations 
and local ordinances. But prior to law enforcement officers 
patrolling Prior Lake, the Prior Lake Association took it upon 
themselves to promote boat safety and “address the noise 
pollution from the hydrofoils speeding on the lake.”

   In 1965 County Sheriff W.B. “Rip” Schroder informed the 
organization that he would train and deputize PLA members to 
safeguard lake users, as long as the group would pay the 

insurance, boat fuel and supply the boats! As a result, 20 PLA 
members received training and instructions and carried the 
authority of deputy sheriff. It was the Prior Lake Association’s 
members who stepped up to assist in ensuring the safety of all 
lake users until the Scott County sheriff eventually took over the 
patrolling of our lakes.
    In the 1950’s the association took it upon itself to further 
improve lake safety by removing “dangerous stumps, trees and 
big rocks” and, in an effort to mark channels, pushed painted 
wood poles into the lake bed to mark channels.
    In 1964 the association role in providing home-made floatation 
buoys started when a soft water conditioning firm provided used 
fiberglass tanks that were then painted, anchored and installed by 
club volunteers. Eventually the PLA began purchasing the many 
modern buoys you see today on the lake although the sheriff’s 
office is responsible for installing and removing the 60 buoys 
now aiding boaters on Prior Lake. 
    In 2013, when current Sheriff Luke Hennen was overseeing the 
water patrol function, Scott County began applying for buoys 
and chain through the Federal Equipment Grant and since then 
they purchase approximately ten buoys each year. 
   Throughout the years the Prior Lake Association has 
contributed graciously for the cause of lake safety. That included 
the group’s donation in 1987 of a custom-built $3,500 enclosed 
trailer to house and transport the sheriff’s water safety 
equipment, some of which was also donated or paid for by the 
PLA membership.

Former County Sheriff Bob Moody and Lake Deputy Gordon Gehlay 

PATROLS, BUOYS, LAKE OBSTRUCTIONS WERE PLA PRIORITIES

   Initially the site of a hunting cabin for W.E. Hull, the Grainwood House 
was opened by the Hull family on May 15, 1879. Mr. Hull made his 
fortune on grain and wood - hence the name of the hotel. 
    The popular Grainwood catered to wealthy socialites and could, along 
with lakeside cabins, accommodate 150 guests. It had its own railroad 
station (below) and water tower and provided endless lakeside 
activities, until it burned down in 1894.
  It was immediately rebuilt, bigger and better and renamed the 
Grainwood Hotel. The new tourist destination featured tennis courts, a 
bowling alley, concerts and dancing. Unfortunately, catastrophe struck 
again in 1930 when the hotel burned to the ground and never rebuilt.

Prior Lake’s Grainwood Hotel
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